
Transforming the Image of the Child 2019 
Lunch and Learn Sessions 

 
Envisioning Equitable Early Childhood Education with Beth Branciforte 

Join founder and director of Branches Community School to dream and envision 
a more equitable future for early childhood education. In today's changing world, 
how can we create school environments that focus on acceptance, anti-racist 
education, and social justice? How can we disrupt current systems that prioritize 
some students and families and not others? What support do you need to create 
change within your own school community? Together we will brainstorm, dream, 
and collaborate around practices that support a more equitable future for our 
community's young children.   
 

Making Kindness the Curriculum: Intentional SEL 
with Lissanna Follari 

Participants will share and explore ways that early childhood educators design 
intentional instruction and deliberate opportunities for children to learn and practice 
empathy, gratitude, and kindness. Beyond ‘random acts’, the goals of this dialogue 
are to deepen our awareness of children’s capacities for engaged social emotional 
learning and actions, and for participants to develop specific strategies for 
designing and implementing intentional curriculum around kindness and inclusive 
community membership. 
 

Anti-Racist Teaching in Early Childhood Education with Samantha 
Shannon 

Research shows that children notice racial differences by six months and express 
racial bias by age three (Winkler, 2009). For educators, acknowledging our own 
unconscious biases and talking explicitly about race with young children can feel 
uncomfortable and scary. If we are committed to fostering exploration, connection, 
and growth in our classrooms, we also need to commit to thinking about, talking 
about, and acting upon the realities of racism so that children can become capable 
and competent agents in their own learning.  
 

Creating the Village to Raise Children with Dr. Renita Webb 
"It takes a village to raise a child." - African Proverb  
This sentiment is true and applies to our schools. It is important that the adults who 
are guiding our children work together and towards a common goal. Come and 
find new ways to increase relationships, engagement, and academic outcomes 
through village building and maintenance. 
 

Preparing for Agentic Resilience with Jodi Wert 
We will explore ways to prepare ourselves and our learning environments to 
integrally support student resilience. Essential Questions: How do we respond (vs. 
react) to shocks and stressors? How do we promote an adaptation mindset? What 
resources are available to support a multi-faceted approach? 

 


