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 Choosing a preschool or child care program can be an overwhelming project. There are 
so many programs and philosophies to understand and select from. This question list is 
extensive but at the same time does not include all possible questions that your family may 
need answered. You do not need to ask all of these questions! Our free video on the 
Transforming Early Childhood Education website under Online Courses will help you figure out 
what you are looking for in a program and provide a step by step of the process to help you 
prepare for a visit. 
 
School Policies and Education Philosophy  
Is the school accredited or licensed? 
What educational philosophy does this school follow? 
What curriculum does your school follow? 
What are your policies on potty training including accidents? 
What is your behavior management/discipline policy? 
What is the teacher-child ratio? 
How do you handle holidays at your school? 
How do you make decisions for weather delays and closings? 
Does the school serve food and what are their food from home policies? 
What is the school’s policy on technology in the classroom?  
What are the safety policies implemented at the school? 
What are your schools demographics (economic, racial, language)? 
How does the school develop respect and recognition of all cultures? 
What are your safety policies and how are the teachers trained to address safety or health 
emergencies? 
 
Family Involvement 
How do teachers and families communicate daily and on an ongoing basis? 
Are parents encouraged to volunteer or visit during the school day? 
How involved are the parents at this school? 
What type of community events does the school organize? 
Are there required volunteer hours or fundraising? 
Do the children go on field trips and are parents able to chaperone? 
How have you seen full time working parents stay involved in your school? 
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Schedule of the Day 
What is the typical schedule of the day? 
How much time do the kids spend outside? 
How often do the children not get to go outside? Rain? Cold? 
How long are children expected to sit for circle/group time? 
How much free/choice time do the children have throughout the day? 
Do all the children nap? If a nap is required and a child does not sleep how long are they 
required to rest? 
 
School Staff 
How long has the Director been on staff? 
What type of education and training have the teachers received? 
What is the turnover rate for teachers at the school? 
How do you choose substitutes for your program? 
All licensed programs are required to do background checks on staff however you should ask 
how school selects substitutes and their policies around volunteers’ interactions with the 
children. 
 
 

 


